Reformation Basics – In Case You Wondered
With Reformation Sunday coming on
October 25th, I thought that it might be
good to review some basic Reformation
beliefs. Come talk to me sometime if you
want to discuss more.

A Message
from Pastor
Jira Albera

“For by grace you
have been saved
through faith, and
this is not your
own doing; it is the
gift of God”

-Ephesians 2:8

We are saved by faith, not by works.
God saves us through the love of Christ
because God wants to, not because we
have done anything to deserve it.
God chooses us, we do not choose God.
God chose us. God wanted us to be
children of God. We do not choose to be
God’s children.
Faith is a gift.
The faith we have is a gift from God. The
Holy Spirit gives us this faith. We did not
figure out how to trust God on our own.
God encounters us through the
scriptures.
There are probably many ways that God
shapes us, but the one we trust to be God’s
work is when God encounters us through
the scriptures (by reading the bible or
encountering members of the faith
community living out the scriptures).
God shapes us through both Law (rules
and expectations) and Gospel (words of
promise and mercy).
The Law both guides us and reveals what
we have done wrong so that we

might be driven into the arms of a forgiving
God. The Gospel is God’s promise of
forgiveness and grace filled love. We do
not confuse the Law and the Gospel.
Each one of us is a sinner and a saint at
the same time.
We are claimed by Christ and made clean
through forgiveness. This makes us saints.
Though we may display Christ-like love
throughout our lives, we will never cease to
do sinful things. We will always be sinners
and need Christ.
All believers are priests.
Everyone has been given gifts by God
allowing us to share the love and grace of
Christ through the things we do and the
things we say in our daily lives.
We pick up the cross and follow Christ.
Just as Christ served and loved us by
sacrificing himself, we are free to sacrifice
our lives for others. We were not set free so
that we might continue lives guided by sin
and self-absorption.
Community is essential to faith.
The Holy Spirit encounters us through very
real bread, wine, scriptures, and people.
Relationship with God is made real through
our relationship with others. A life of love
and service requires people whom we can
love and serve and like-wise requires others
to love and serve us.

The Question Box
(Questions About Our Christian Life)

"Must I believe everything that the church believes?”
No. People disagree on things such as church social statements all of the time. I even knew one person who
refused to declare that the Spirit proceeds from the father “and the Son” when reciting the creed because of
their Orthodox upbringing. Do you want to trust and follow Jesus? That is quite enough. - Pastor Jira Albers

Some Dates to Remember . . .
October 4th—Communion Sunday

October 12th—Session Meeting—7 pm

October 12th—Columbus Day

October 13th—Sewing Society Dinner—Noon—Roast Beef

October 24th—Trip to Knoebels—Leaving 12:30 from Michelle Irvine’s home

October 26th—Shriner’s Dinner—6 pm

“October’s Party”
October gave a party;
The leaves by hundreds came —
The Chestnuts, Oaks and Maples,
And leaves of every name.
The sunshine spread a carpet,
And everything was grand,
Miss Weather led the dancing,
Professor Wind the band.

— George Cooper

Prayer Circle . . .
To the ones in our congregation who were so generous with their monetary
gifts and stamps, we have a heartfelt
THANK YOU ! ! !
To those who live many, miles away, and have been associated with our
church in years gone by, we were thrilled to hear from you, and our hearts are overflowing
with THANKS and PRAISE, and then there are some in our neighborhood who remembered
us with a donation, we say THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU ALL ! ! !
We sincerely appreciate your kindness.

Our studies have been in the book of Mark. We are in chapters 12, 13, and part of 14. We
read of the religious leaders who were unable to answer Jesus’ question. Jesus warns against
the religious leaders who walk around with flowing robes and like to be greeted in the
marketplace. They do much of this for show. Jesus was so kind to the widow who gave all
she had, even tho her gift was the smallest, she, in the Lord’s eyes, gave more than all the
others put together. Jesus tried to tell his disciples what the future held; however they did not
understand. He also tried to tell them about his return, and about remaining watchful.
Chapter 14 is regarding the death and resurrection of Jesus, the servant.
When a woman anoints Jesus with perfume, some were very cross that this was done as
they felt it could have been sold for a years wages. This they could have used to help the poor.
Jesus was quick to relate that, YOU WILL ALWAYS HAVE THE POOR, AND YOU CAN
HELP THEM ANYTIME YOU WANT: however you will not always have ME. She did this
with the perfume to prepare me for burial. We studied about Judas ‘ betrayal, the preparation
for the Passover, and the Last Supper. We read of Jesus predicting Peter’s denial, the agony of
Jesus in the Garden, and the betrayal and arresting of him. No matter
how many times we have studied this, we constantly find something
new that we did not see before.
Our Bible studies are so informational. Pastor Jira has so much
knowledge and is very willing to share this knowledge. We really
appreciate him and wish more people could enjoy it also. We meet
every Wednesday morning at 9:30 in the conference room. We have
prayer, sign cards and have Bible study. You are always welcome.

Prayer Circle Listing
ANGEL LIST

CURRENT LIST

Mackayla Evans

Tom Jennings

Danny Schmeckenbecher

Mason Barto

Wilbur Beers

Guy Rockwell

Ashley Weed

Richard Hollenback

Sue Milks

Abbriella Brown

Our Nation

Carol Richie

Shawn Mastrantonio

Bob Soper

Paul Young

Betty Miller

John Essep

Suzanne – Earl Brown

Andrew Pardoe

Ben Kopetan

Ken King

Deb Mathers

Kathy Zdon

Walt Brown

Caiden Irvine

Jim Ennis

Betty Hillis

Jan Stoddard

Leonice Jones

Walt Ellinger

Tom Neilson

Charles Palmer

Please keep those listed above in your thoughts and prayers
and also remember our loved ones in the Personal Care Homes
and all service personnel.

Sewing Society . . .
God blessed us with a beautiful day and a large crowd. We had people who were there for
the first time and said they would return. We had many compliments. We were glad Rev. Jira,
Randel, Ember and Vicar Paul Theiss could join us.
Many thanks to all who provided food and to all who worked behind the scenes. We
couldn’t do it without you.
We will give $1000.00 to the Church.
Hope to see you all again in October when we will be serving Roast Beef.

Peace comes in knowing we are doing our best with what God has given us to use.

Mission . . .
Wow summer is over and we are heading into what will hopefully be a long warm fall.

Thank you to everyone that made the Blessing Bag collection a success. Eighteen bags were
collected and have been given to several different organizations. There will continue to be bags
available in the shopping cart.

Blessing Bags

I’m sure we have all heard of the Ronald McDonald House. My family has personally
benefited from the facility when our grandson was in Geisinger. It has come to me that a
family from Sayre lost their son two years ago to a childhood illness. As a way of giving back
to the Ronald McDonald House the family are doing a toy drive for families that have a child in
the hospital. We would like to fill the shopping cart with new unwrapped toys for kids aged
newborn up to age 18. There is a particularly greater need for the newborn and the teenager.
The toy drive will begin on October 1. Ideas for the teenager—Rubic cube, puzzle books, decks
of cards.
Let’s fill that cart . . .
Any questions can be directed to Michelle Irvine.

Christian Education . . .
Sunday school kicked off on Sunday , September 13.
Come join Dody in the session room for adult Sunday school.

We are planning a trip to Knoebels Saturday, October 24. If anyone is
interested in joining us we will depart from Michelle Irvine’s home at
12:30. Park opens at 2:00 and closes at 10:00.

Casting Crown tickets have been purchased. The concert is Sunday, November 8 at 7:00
Please plan on joining us for what will be a great concert. The cost of the tickets
are $25.00. A sign up sheet is in the rear vestibule on the bulletin board. Any
questions, contact Deb King or Michelle Irvine.

Mark your calendars for Sunday,
November 8. The kids of Sunday school will be hosting a pancake brunch following worship
in Ferguson Hall.

WYSOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SESSION MEETING
September 14, 2015
The regular meeting of the Session of the Wysox Presbyterian Church was called to order by Pastor Jira
Albers on September 14, 2015 at 7:05 PM at the Wysox Presbyterian Church.
Opening devotions and prayer Instead of an opening r eading by one of the elder s, Pastor J ir a
reintroduced the idea of prayer partners. Each elder pairs up with another elder, and offers prayers and
encouragement to one another.
Elders Present: Kim Bar nes, Mar y Br uce, Dave Blascak, Lor i Blascak, Wilmer Gilpin, Vaughn
Hollenback, Michelle Irvine, Ronald Irvine Jr., Deborah King, Loretta Stevens and Shelly VanDerMark
Elders Excused: Dody Saver cool
Elders Absent: None
Guests Present: None
ORDER OF THE DAY:
 The Docket for the meeting was approved on a motion by Elder R Irvine, second by
Elder L Blascak.
 On a motion by Elder Bruce and second by Elder Stevens, the minutes of the Session
Meeting of 08.10.15 were approved.
CORRESPONDENCE:
 Invitation to the Endless Mts. Pregnancy Ctr. banquet
 Notification regarding “See you at the Flag” student led prayer day set for September 23rd
and National Life Chain Sunday set for October 5th


Copy of “A Word of Hope” from PC USA



Thank you from TACO for our continued support

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
1. Music & Worship – Elder Dody Savercool (as reported by Elder Stevens)
 Special thank you to Elder Savercool for all her work over the summer in arranging for all of
our Special Music
 Choir back in action
 Elders for October: Elders Barnes and VanDerMark
 Elders for November: Elders M and R Irvine
2. Membership & Evangelism – Elder Loretta Stevens
 No additional responses from letters regarding membership status were received
3. Christian Education – Elder Deborah King
 Still trying to coordinate a Knobble’s Day trip for youth; considering a Halloween trip
 Sunday School start up with just one class for all
4. Mission – Elder Michelle Irvine
 Collection of “blessing bags” (travel size toiletries and personal hygiene items) going well
 Operation Christmas Child boxes now out
 Back to School care packages going out to college kids
 Donation of stamps for Prayer Circle
5. Memorial – Elder Mary Bruce
 None at this time

6. Property – Elder Ron Irvine, Jr. /Elder Dave Blascak
 Due to the unexpected expense of removal of the storm damaged tree, the flooring project for
the social hall has been tabled. Therefore the cleaning and waxing of the floor will move
ahead.
 On a motion by Elder M Irvine and seconded by Elder Gilpin the $1500 cost for tree removal
will be reimbursed to the Cemetery Association.
 The repair of the stair risers at a cost of $1500 will be moving ahead.
 Garbage /dumpster service will be switching to NTSWA.
7. Personnel – Elder Ron Irvine
 The possibility of increasing Julie’s duties to assist with Treasurer duties will be explored.
8. Finance & Investments – Elder Lori Blascak
 Report from the Finance Committee presented and reviewed.
 Elder L Blascak indicated that considering the current environment, our investments continue
to do as good as we can expect.
9. Recognition – Elder Mary Bruce
 Honoring the “Volunteer of the Year” will take place on November 8th, along with a Pancake
Brunch
SPECIAL REPORTS
1. Treasurer’s Report: provided by Lora Schmieg:
 After review, the treasurer’s report was accepted on a motion by Elder R Irvine and second by
Elder M Irvine.
2. Pastor’s Report: Pastor Albers shared his report of activities
 Pastor requested consideration of our participation in a Grace Connection project to provide
emergency housing for homeless families needing temporary shelter. Area churches are being
asked to host families in need for up to five weeks. Session members will give this
consideration and take action next month. Congregation members are asked for input on this
issue.
 Vacation time request for Pastor Jira was approved on a motion by Elder R Irvine, seconded by
Elder L Blascak, and carried.
3. Lackawanna Presbytery: Elder Deborah King
 Emails from Presbytery continue to be shared with Session to ensure timely sharing of
information.
OLD BUSINESS:
1. The ongoing issue regarding PCUSA and other affiliation options was discussed. We encourage all to
continue to do your own research (much is available online) and share your opinions with Session. On
a motion by Elder Bruce and second by Elder Gilpin, and unanimously approved, the issue of
separation from PCUSA will be put on hold indefinitely.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. The baptism of the granddaughter of Gayle Chilson was approved on a motion by Elder Bruce, with a
second by Elder VanDerMark.
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50pm.
Closing Prayer lead by Pastor Jira Albers
Next Session Meeting: October 11, 2015 @ 7:00pm
Respectfully recorded and submitted:
Kim D Barnes
Clerk of Session

