Wysox Presbyterian Church

November 2015

Five Kernels

Honor Our Veterans
Veterans Day, which is November 11
each year, is a holiday to honor America’s
veterans for their patriotism and
willingness to serve and sacrifice for our
nation’s common good.
Christians follow the Prince of Peace, so
war is a dilemma that often challenges
people of faith. Some Christians are
pacifists, while others believe in a “just
war.” Many believe that the goals of
freedom, justice, equality and democracy
are worth the cost required.
Whatever individual Christians decide
about any given conflict, most Christians
believe that men and women who strive to
make this world free of tyrants are to be
respected. As Winston Churchill said,
“Never in the field of human conflict was so
much owed by so many to so few.
Thank you to all the men and women
who served or are now serving our country.

The Plymouth Pilgrims celebrated the
first Thanksgiving Day in fall 1621, but
by the next May, their food supply was
depleted. The harvest of 1622 was a
failure, and the Pilgrims often lived for
days on just a few kernels of corn.
Amid a drought in 1623, the people
sought divine intervention. After
praying for nine hours on a hot July day,
they were blessed with a two-week
rainfall. Edward Winslow wrote, “It was
hard to say whether our withered corn or
drooping affections were most quickened
and revived.” The Pilgrims never went
hungry again.
Start a Thanksgiving tradition by
placing five kernels of corn at each place
setting. Point out a blessing that each
kernel represents. For example:
1. God loves us.
2. God provides for all our needs
3. God hears and answers our
prayers.
4. God is preparing a place for
us in heaven.

Some Dates to Remember . . .
November 1st—Communion Sunday
Daylight saving time ends.
ARCC Silent Auction & Raffle
1:30-3:30 pm—JFK Hall, Towanda
November 3rd—Election Day
Julie will be out of the office
November 8th—Covered Dish Luncheon following service
November 8th—Casting Crowns Concert—7:00 pm
Leaving Michelle Irvine’s at 5:30 pm
November 10th—Sewing Society Dinner—Noon—Baked Ham

November 11th—Veterans Day
November 16th— Session—Budget work session starting
At 6 pm with meeting immediately following
November 25th—Thanksgiving Eve Service—6:00 pm
November 26th—Thanksgiving Day
November 29th—First Sunday of Advent

As the days grow shorter and cooler, remind us, O God,
of the continual light and warmth of your love.

Prayer Circle . . .
We are nearing the end of the book of Mark. We studied about Jesus being betrayed and
arrested. Caiaphas questions Jesus. The religious leaders condemn Jesus. Pilate hands Jesus
over to be crucified. The Roman soldiers mock him, and he is led away. Jesus is placed on
the cross and dies. He is later placed in the tomb where he rises from the dead. Mary
Magdalene and Mary, the mother of Jesus brought spices to the tomb to anoint Jesus. They
questioned who would roll the stone away from the tomb for them; however when they got
there the stone was rolled away. There was a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on
the right side, and when the ladies saw him they were alarmed. He advised them not to be
alarmed, that Jesus had risen. They were advised to go tell his disciples and Peter that he was
going to Galilee ahead of them and they would find him there. The ladies were trembling
and confused and they fled from the tomb and told no one as they were afraid. This finished
the book of Mark.
We are now studying the book of James. The book of James was written to Christians
everywhere. James was concerned for persecuted Christians who were once part of the
Jerusalem church. He advised people to be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become
angry. He speaks of genuine faith. Treat everyone with respect, and love your neighbor as
yourself. We had a very lively discussion about faith and deeds. A person is justified by
what he does, not by faith alone. Faith by itself if not accompanied by action is dead. We
truly enjoy our weekly Bible study and are very grateful to Pastor Jira for his expertise. We
would like others to join us. We meet every Wednesday morning at 9:30 in the conference
room. You are always welcome.
Our heartfelt thanks to all who were so generous with money and stamps to aid our cause.
We really appreciate your concern.

Prayer Circle Listing
ANGEL LIST

CURRENT LIST

Mackayla Evans

Tom Jennings

Betty Hillis

Mason Barto

Richard Hollenback

Walt Ellinger

Abbriella Brown

Our Nation

Suzanne-Earl Brown

Shawn Mastrantonio
Betty Miller

Bob Soper
John Essep

Charles Palmer
Judy Eldridge

Andrew Pardoe

Ben Kopetan

Sharon Posten

Deb Mathers

Kathy Zdon

Caiden Irvine

Jim Ennis

Jan Stoddard

Leonice Jones

Jim Grimes
Faith Jayne
Susan Weaver
David Hitchcock
Bonnie & Bill Fulkerson
Marian Jones
Jeff Bluhm
Doug Moore

Tom Neilson
Guy Rockwell
Sue Milks
Carol Richie
Paul Young
Ken King
Walt Brown Family

Please keep those listed above in your thoughts and prayers
and also remember our loved ones in the Personal Care Homes
and all service personnel.

Least Coin . . .
Again, as in the past we have sent in our collection from 10-1-14 to 9-30-15. Our total this
year was $103.25. Last year it was $88.10, so it was a nice increase. Keep your change
coming.

Church Chat . . .
Our love and blessings accompany Holly, Phyllis Mulcahy’s granddaughter last she goes
into her own apartment, and has a job in New York State. We’ll miss you Holly! Please come
back and visit.

Our prayers to Nannette Light who had surgery. May you make a speedy recovery.

We wish Pat Savercool a quick healing from his fall.

Our best wishes for a happy healthy winter to Pam Williams who is wintering in Florida.

A job well done on the repair of the stair risers and the cleaning of Ferguson Hall floor.

Anyone interested in some older heavy round tables, free for the taking, See Ron Irvine.

Please support Operation Christmas Cards for inmates. The cards now go to the Bradford
County Jail. Please bring unused Christmas Cards in by November 15, 2015.

The Elders for November are Ronnie and Michelle Irvine

Mission . . .

Thank you again to everyone that filled a Blessing Bag. They were given to Grace
Connection and AARC. Both agencies were delighted to receive the bags.

Operation Christmas Child—the boxes for our annual Operation Christmas Child are in the
front and rear vestibules and in the pews.

Grace Connection—We will be receiving the family that we sponsor for Christmas very
soon so be on the look out for the Christmas tree with the cards of the families wants in the rear
vestibule.

Shopping Cart—Thanks to all that have purchased a toy for the Lackey family. The toys
will be given to the Ronald McDonald house in honor of their son that passed away 2 years
ago. Bless all that donated.

Did you know? Did you know that socks are the number one least donated item to
homeless shelters. We will be collecting socks, gloves, hats and scarves.

Thanks to all that continue to support our growing Missions...

Community Happenings . . .

Grace Connection is
graciously accepting the
following donations:


School Supplies



Fresh Vegetables or
other grocery items for
homemade soup that
Vicar Paul Theiss
makes and serves on
Mondays. Drop off
Monday morning
before 8:30 or
Thursday 1-4 pm at the
lower door of the
church



Pop top cans and easy
open fruit and
pudding cups.

America Recycles . . .
November 15th is AMRICA RECYCLE DAY. The EPA estimates that the average person
in our country throws away 70 pounds of clothing per year. That adds up to over 2 billion
pounds of unnecessary waste added to our landfills yearly. Most of that clothing thrown
away is perfectly wearable.

As a company, St. Pauly Textile, Inc.’s goal is to keep as much clothing out of the landfill
as possible while helping local organizations with their fundraising and getting clothing to
people in need who can use it.

Don’t forget when you attend church on Sunday, November 15th to bring along a bag to
help fill up the shed.

Items Accepted:
All clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes and
stuffed toys.
Please ….NO rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys or household goods.
Help keep your donation clean and dry. If possible, please put in tied or closed bags.

Thank you! !

Just For Fun . . .
A bit of Trivia . . .

1. Who foretold the seven good years and the seven lean years?
A. Joseph

B. Paul
C. Daniel
D. John
Genesis 41:2-31

2. What was the name of the couple who died because they lied to the Holy Spirit?
A. Aquila and Priscilla
B. Boaz and Ruth
C. Ananias and Sapphira
D. Abraham and Sarah
Acts 5:1-10

3. Who wore clothes made of camel’s hair?
A. John the Baptist
B. Apostle Paul

C. Peter
D. Jesus
Mark 1:16

Answers: 1—A, 2—C, 3—A

WYSOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SESSION MEETING
October 12, 2015
The regular meeting of the Session of the Wysox Presbyterian Church was called to order by
Pastor Jira Albers on October 12, 2015 at 7:00 PM at the Wysox Presbyterian Church.
Opening devotions and prayer: Elder M Irvine
Elders Present: Kim Barnes, Mary Bruce, Dave Blascak, Wilmer Gilpin, Vaughn Hollenback,
Michelle Irvine, Ronald Irvine Jr., Dody Savercool, Loretta Stevens and Shelly VanDerMark
Elders Excused: Lori Blascak and Deborah King
Elders Absent: None
Guests Present:
Jeff Bluhm, Bluhm Insurance; Mr. Bluhm provided an overview of the current insurance
coverage through Guide One Insurance. He informed us that we are a part of a “group
affiliated program” which helps insure good coverage at good rates, along with a dividend
that is paid out in the form of an annual rebate. All agreed that we were satisfied with our
current coverage, and thanked Mr. Bluhm for his time and expertise.
Vicar Paul Theiss
ORDER OF THE DAY:
 The Docket for the meeting was approved on a motion by Elder R Irvine, second by
Elder M Irvine.
 On a motion by Elder Bruce and second by Elder R Irvine, the minutes of the Session
Meeting of 09.14.15 were approved.
CORRESPONDENCE:
 Guide One Insurance final evaluation regarding fallen tree – no coverage since there
was no property damaged
 Thank you from Outstanding Young Women for use of church facilities
 Thank you from TACO for our continued support
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
1. Music & Worship – Elder Dody Savercool
 Nov 1 – Memorial Sunday
 Nov 8 – Volunteer of the Year honored; Covered dish dinner following service
 Nov 22 – Hanging of the Greens
 Nov 25 – Thanksgiving Eve service at 6:00 with light supper of soup and sandwhiches
 Vicar Paul will be conducting service on both Nov 22 and 29 in Pastor Jira’s absence
 Elders for November: Elders M and R Irvine
2. Membership & Evangelism – Elder Loretta Stevens
 No additional responses from letters regarding membership status were received

3. Christian Education – Elder Deborah King (reported by Elder M Irvine)
 Oct 24 trip to Knoebel’s planned
 Sunday School underway
4. Mission – Elder Michelle Irvine

“Blessing bags” were delivered and were very well received
 Operation Christmas Child boxes still be collected
 Socks/Hats/Gloves always needed and being collected
 Grace Connection family will once again be “adopted” for Christmas
5. Memorial – Elder Mary Bruce
 Nov 1 – Memorial Sunday plans underway
6. Property – Elder Ron Irvine, Jr. /Elder Dave Blascak
 The cleaning and waxing of the social hall floor will move ahead.
 The yearly certification of our fire extinguishers has been received. This service was provided
as a donation by ABC Sales & Services of Towanda.
7. Personnel – Elder Ron Irvine
 The proposed Covenant for Shared Ministry for 2016 between Trinity Lutheran Church and
Wysox Presbyterian Church has been received. Session will act on the proposal next month.
8. Finance & Investments – Elder Lori Blascak (reported by Elder D Blascak)
 Report from the Finance Committee presented and reviewed.
 Once again, considering the current environment, our investments continue to do as good as we
can expect.
9. Recognition – Elder Mary Bruce
th
 Honoring the “Volunteer of the Year” will take place on November 8 , along with a covered
dish dinner following service.
SPECIAL REPORTS
1. Treasurer’s Report: provided by Lora Schmieg:
 After review, the treasurer’s report was accepted on a motion by Elder R Irvine and second by
Elder VanDerMark.
2. Pastor’s Report: Pastor Albers shared his report of activities
th
 Pastor requested that we schedule our Annual Congregational meeting on January 24 to avoid
conflict with Trinity’s.
3. Lackawanna Presbytery: Elder Deborah King
 Emails from Presbytery continue to be shared with Session to ensure timely sharing of
information.
OLD BUSINESS:

1. An updated Child Clearance Policy was presented for consideration to ensure compliance with all of
the recent regulations. A few minor revision will be made and presented for adoption next month.
2. The consideration of our participation in a Grace Connection project to provide emergency housing
for homeless families needing temporary shelter was further discussed. Area churches are being
asked to host families in need for up to five weeks. Session members will continue to give this
consideration and take action next month.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. A form was developed to help eliminate confusion for those wishing to rent the social hall. Thanks
to Julie Jennings for her initiative on this.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:05pm.
Closing Prayer lead by Pastor Jira Albers
Next Session Meeting: November 16, 2015 @ 7:00pm (Please note this is a change in date. Also
there will be a Work Session starting at 6:00pm to work on the 2016 Budget.)
Respectfully recorded and submitted:
Kim D Barnes
Clerk of Session

Count Your Blessings
Count your blessings instead of your crosses; Count your gains instead of your losses.
Count your joys instead of your woes; Count your friends instead of your foes.
Count your smiles instead of your tears; Count your courage instead of your fears.

Count your full years instead of your lean; Count your kind deeds instead of your mean.
Count your health instead of your wealth; Count on God instead of yourself.

