Glad Tidings
Wysox Presbyterian Church

March 2015

Holy Week Activities
March 29th is Passion/Palm Sunday and Holy Week begins—we will be having a brunch after
church sponsored by the church youth. Come out and support the church youth who are raising funds to
attend Kingdom Bound 2015 in July.

April 2nd is Maundy Thursday Worship. We will be having a light supper at 6 pm followed by
worship.

April 3rd is Good Friday CrossWalk which begins at 12:00 p.m. (noon) starting at the Trinity
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Towanda, PA.

April 5th will be Easter Sunrise Service at 7:30 am at the Towanda United Methodist Church.
Pastor Jira Albers will be preaching.

April 5th—Resurrection of the Lord Easter Sunday at 11:00 am. Service will include communion
by intinction.
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Upcoming Activities . . . .
Lenten Luncheons
Lenten Luncheons began on Wednesday February 25, 2015 and will continue
every Wednesday during Lent at the Methodist Church in Towanda at 11:45 am.
The focus of the luncheons will be Learning to Pray, Different Ways to Pray.

Peaceful Worship Services
All are invited to the Trinity Lutheran Church in Towanda on Wednesday
evenings during Lent. A soup supper will begin at 6:00 p.m. followed with a
Peaceful Worship Service at 7:00 p.m. The dates are 3/4, 3/11, 3/18 and 3/25.

World Day of Prayer
All are invited to the World Day of Prayer on March 6, 2015. The service this
year will be held at Christ Episcopal Church, 1 Main Street, Towanda, PA at

10:00 am.

Session Meeting
Session meeting will be Monday, March 9, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.

Easter Flower Envelopes
Enclosed in the newsletter is an Easter flower envelope that can be used to
make a donation in memory of or in honor of a loved one. Proceeds from the
flower donations are used to provide flowers in the sanctuary and vestibules.
Please fill out the information as you want it listed on the back of the envelope.
A list of memorials will be in the Easter Sunday Bulletin.
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A Few Things to Know . . .
Sunday, March 8 Daylight saving time will begin.
Remember to set clocks ahead 1 hour.

March 17, 2015

First Day of Spring, March 20, 2015 . . . .
. . It is coming ! ! ! ! !

The Elders for March are Lori and David Blascak
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Prayer Circle
We are continuing our studies in Mark. We are following Jesus in his teachings, and
healings. He went to Matthew's house and ate with tax collectors, and sinners. When
questioned as to why, he replied, It is not the healthy who need a doctor but the sick. He was
also criticized by the Pharisees for not fasting. The disciples were picking heads of grain on
the Sabbath. Was this harvesting, or simply getting something to eat? Jesus also healed a
man with a shriveled hand on the Sabbath. Jesus ask his accusers, which is lawful on the
Sabbath, to do good or; to do evil, to save a life or kill? Jesus selected his twelve apostles, he
also describes his family. Whoever does God's will is my brother, sister, and mother. This
certainly makes your brain whirl. Where are you in these teachings?
We have such a great Bible study, you should join us. We study scripture, have prayer, and
sign many cards to those in distress or celebrating a happy occasion. Join us on Wednesdays
at 9:30 in the conference room. We would be happy to see you.
Our heartfelt sympathy to one of our former Prayer Circle members, Dorothy Corson, on
the passing of her sister, Ethel Ferris. Ethel was such a talented lady and lived to be 100 years
old. Dorothy, you are in our thoughts and prayers.

Prayer Circle Listing
ANGEL LIST
Mackayla Evans

CURRENT LIST
Tom Jennings

Ruth Johnson

Mason Barto

Cindy Barto

Hannah Primrose

Ashley Weed

Carol Wright

Shirley Allen

Abbriella Brown

Gladys Derr

Nancy Bustin

Marisa Ivey
Shawn Mastrantonio

Wilbur Beers
Diane Place

LillianHoffman
Ray White

Betty Miller

Linda Simko

Tom Neilson

Andrew Pardoe

Walt Ellinger

Otto Brown

Deb Mathers

Barbara Middendorf

Donna Matthews

Caiden Irvine

Earl & Sue Brown

Jake DeWan Family

Lee Light

Jerry Smith

Levi Soans

Jan Stoddard

Richard Hollenback

Tom Fairchild

Our Nation

Ethel Ferris Family

Kathy Zdon
Please keep those listed above in your thoughts and prayers
and also remember our loved ones in the Personal Care Homes and all service personnel.
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Mission
Thank you all who donated to the dental hygiene project and Souper Bowl Sunday. $139.00
and 52 cans of soup were collected and given to TACO.

I sent out some “Thinking of You” cards to folks that we haven’t seen in awhile.

March will be Personal Hygiene Month.
Body soap, shampoo, shaving cream,
deodorant, ect. will be collected for TACO.

Blessings to all who continue to support our missions.
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Christian Education
Didn’t the kids do a fabulous job presenting our worship service on Sunday, February 15 . . . .
From Destiny kicking the service off, Kala doing the children’s message, Nicholas, Dalton and
Jordyn doing the readings, Jacob and Shelby, Destiny and Tori singing.

And Gabe presenting an awesome message and doing collection with Carson by his side. It
was a Sunday to remember . . . . ..
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More Christian Education
Well we have one more in us . . . We are off to “Kingdom Bound 2015”, July 22-25, 2015.
That being said look for us to be doing some fund raising.

March 29th there will be a breakfast brunch following the Palm Sunday Service. Pancakes,
eggs, French Toast, sausage and beverage.

Ladies mark your calendars, Mother Daughter Banquet will be Sunday May 17 in Ferguson
Hall. The theme this year will be Hat’s Enough! A Banquet with “Hat-I-Tude.” So ladies be
on the lookout for the hat that best suits your Hat-I-Tude.

And back by popular demand a Car Wash will be held sometime in June.

We look forward to your support.

Deb King and Michelle Irvine
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Session Minutes
WYSOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SESSION MEETING
FEBRUARY 15, 2015
The regular meeting of the Session of The Wysox Presbyterian Church was called to order by Pastor Jira
Albers on February 15, 2015 at 12:55 PM at the Wysox Presbyterian Church. This meeting was originally
scheduled for February 9, 2015, but was rescheduled due to inclement weather.
Opening devotions and prayer let by Elder Deb King
Elders Present: Kim Bar nes, Dave Blascak, Lor i Blascak, Mar y Br uce, Wilmer Gilpin, Vaughn
Hollenback, Michelle Irvine, Ronald Irvine, Jr., Deborah King, Loretta Stevens, and Dody Savercool
Elders Excused: Shelly VanDer Mar k
Elders Absent: None
Guests Present: None
ORDER OF THE DAY:


The Docket for the meeting was approved on a motion by Elder M. Irvine, second by Elder L.
Blascak.



On a motion by Elder R Irvine and second by Elder King, the minutes of the Session Meeting
on 01.12.15 were approved, with a noted correction regarding mission funds distribution not
being tabled.

CORRESPONDENCE:


Letter updating the activities of the Child Evangelism Fellowship of Bradford County



Letter from Presbyterian Panel asking for our membership list for participation in the next three
year of the Panel survey process. Session has already sent our list of current ruling elders to
participate but respectfully declined sending the congregational membership list.



Various thank you cards and letters of appreciation

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
1. Music & Worship—Elder Dody Savercoll


February 18th—Ash Wednesday services at Trinity Lutheran at 7pm



March 29th—Palm Sunday with brunch following service



Elders for March: Dave and Lori Blascak
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Session Minutes Continued:
2. Membership & Evangelism—Elder Loretta Stevens
 Second membership letter to non-attending members was tabled on a motion by Elder R
Irvine, seconded by M Irvine, and agreed.
3. Christian Education—Elder Deborah King
 The possibility of our youth group attending Kingdom Bound was discussed and Elder
King was given Session approval to explore further.
 VBS dates for this year are not yet known
 Graduates will be acknowledged in May/June
4. Mission—Elder Michelle Irvine
 Personal Hygiene items will be collected in March for TACO
 Suggestion to have specified budgeted amounts for each of our mission outreach
donations included in next year’s budget was made and all agreed.
5. Memorial – Elder Mary Bruce
 Nothing at this time
6. Property – Elder Ron Irvine, Jr. /Elder Dave Blascak
 Due to the recent icy conditions, the parking lot had to be salted several times.
7. Personnel – Elder Ron Irvine
 Nothing at this time
8. Finance & Investments – Elder Lori Blascak
 Report from the Finance Committee presented and reviewed.
 Discussion regarding the balance in the Super Money Fund and other options that might be
available to earn a higher interest rate took place. Elder R Irvine agreed to check on available interest rates.
9. Recognition – Elder Mary Bruce
 Nothing at this time
SPECIAL REPORTS
1. Treasurer’s Report: provided by Lora Schmieg:
 After review and discussion, the treasurer’s report was accepted on a motion by Elder Hollenback and second by Elder M Irvine.
2. Pastor’s Report: Pastor Albers inadvertently forgot his report so will provide a two month report
next month.
3. Lackawanna Presbytery: Elder Deborah King
 Emails from Presbytery continue to be shared with Session to ensure timely sharing of information.
th
 Elder Barnes will attend the March 15 Cluster meeting in Towanda
OLD BUSINESS:
1. Elder L Blascak shared a draft of a database she is working on to track all church accounts, CDs,
etc. Once complete, this document will be kept on file with the secretary and can be used at audit
time to verify accounts. All agreed this would be a great asset and thank Elder Blascak for her
work.
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Session Minutes Continued:
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Reports due to Presbytery were reviewed and confirmation of some of the data required was
provided. Elder Barnes will continue to work on these and get them submitted.
2. Pastor said he had a request for the Gideon’s to participate/present at an upcoming service.
Session decided to decline at this time.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------The focus of the meeting shifted to our planned work session, and the measures approved in 2014 by the
General Assembly of PCUSA concerning same gender marriage and divestment. Pastor Albers offered a
prayer, and after review of the “Guidelines for Presbyterians in times of Disagreement”, a discussion on
both issues was held.
PCUSA approved a measure that gives pastors and congregations the discretion to perform same gender
marriages. Pastor and congregations are NOT required to participate /host such weddings. After further
discussion, a motion was offered by Elder R Irvine, seconded by Elder Gilpin, and unanimously agreed, that
Wysox Presbyterian Church would adopt a policy that same gender marriage ceremonies will not be
performed/conducted at the Wysox Presbyterian Church. It was made clear that this does not in any way
mean that any person regardless of their sexual orientation would not be welcomed to attend our church.
We continue to welcome all to participate with us.
PCUSA also approved a measure to divest from three corporations whose products it believes contribute to
the Israeli occupation of Palestine. The companies – Caterpillar, Hewlett Packard and Motorola Solutions –
are not in compliance with the decade’s long history of socially responsible investments. After a brief
discussion, it was agreed that no action was required by Session on this item.
A dialogue to explore and compare the beliefs and viewpoints of the three Presbyterian Denominations was
begun. After further discussion it was decided that Session would invite Rev. Karen Ballard and Clerk of
Session from Rome Presbyterian Church to join us at an upcoming session meeting to learn from their
experience and further our understanding of the issues.
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.
Closing Prayer lead by Pastor Jira Albers.
Next Session Meeting: March 9, 2015 @ 7:00pm
Respectfully recorded and submitted:
Kim D Barnes
Clerk of Session
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