
 “Glad Tidings” 
Wysox Presbyterian Church                                                                                   December 2015 

December 6th—Communion Sunday 

 

December 6th— Congregational meeting following the service to vote 

on new Elders for 2016 

 

December 8th—Sewing Society Dinner—Noon—Swiss Steak 

 

December 13th—Youth Christmas Program followed with a luncheon 

 

December 14th—Session Meeting—7:00 pm 

 

December 20th—Special Guest Debbie Mills with a Christmas Program 

 

December 22nd—First Day of Winter 

 

December 24th—Candlelight Christmas Eve Service—6:00 pm 

 

December 25th—Christmas Day 

 

December 27th—A lesson in carols with Vicar Paul Theiss in the pulpit 

 

Elders for the month of December are Dody Savercool and Mary Bruce 

“Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass,                         

which the Lord has made known to us”  (Luke 2:15, NKHV) 

O come, let us adore him—Christ the Lord! 



Pastor’s Message  

Uncertainty and Love 

     You cannot go anywhere these days 

without hearing conversation about    

accepting Syrian refugees into the    

nation.  Some will argue that it is our 

duty to help our neighbor in need. We 

must have compassion and do what we 

can.  Others will argue that the potential 

harm (either tragically from terrorism or 

financially in support) from offering such 

help is too great.  How do we decide 

whether or not to help our neighbor 

when the outcome is uncertain? 

     This is not just an international issue 

straight from cable news though.  Even 

within our own community, when people 

consider helping the poor, you hear the 

same sort of arguments.  Some will    

argue that we are to “love our neighbors 

as ourselves.”  Others will ask, “But, 

what if our neighbor is a drug addict or 

is dangerous or will cause destruction?  

Should we put ourselves and others at 

risk in order to help a neighbor we know 

nothing about?” 

     This back and forth argument occurs 

within my own mind.  I am not at peace 

within myself concerning these issues 

of loving the neighbor vs. protecting  

myself and others from harm.  It is hard 

to decide to help the neighbor. 

     Whether you realize it or not, this 

tendency to automatically fear the      

outsider is built right into our brains.  

Even young children on the playground 

will divide into groups and be suspicious 

of one another.  And, heaven forbid if 

you just happen to be the new kid. 

You have no group to love you. 

     This is built into our brains for a 

good, all-be-it selfish reason.  If we 

were not suspicious of others, we would 

very easily be hurt.  Therefore, when 

uncertainty concerning someone arises, 

we either proceed cautiously, of do not 

proceed at all.  As you can see,         

uncertainty concerning the neighbor can 

easily cause a failure to care.  If sin is 

turning away from God and others, then 

it is indeed true that we are, “the slave 

of sin” (John 8:34). 

     Jesus has an interesting way of     

addressing this inherent suspicion of 

the other.  To put it bluntly, he says to 

expect the worst and do it anyway. 

     “Blessed are you when people insult 

you, persecute you and falsely say all 

kinds of evil against you because of me.  

Rejoice and be glad, because great is 

your reward in heaven, for in the same 

way they persecuted the prophets who 

were before you.” 

      “Pray for those who mistreat you.  If 

someone slaps you on one cheek, offer 

the other cheek also. If someone       

demands your coat, offer your shirt    

also” (Luke 6:29). 

     The writer of 2 Timothy knew this to 

be true when he wrote, “Everyone who 

wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 

will suffer persecution.”   It is still true.  

We know loving the neighbor may lead 

to bad things.  We trust that bad things 

might happen.  However, we trust the 

love of God more, so we do it anyway. 

 
  

A Message From    

Pastor Jira Albers 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

“If any want to         

become my followers, 

let them deny       

themselves and take 

up their cross and       

follow me.” 

  

- Matthew 16:24 

  

The Question Box 

(Questions About Our Christian Life) 
 

"Why aren’t the people in church more Christian?” 
 

The answer to this question all depends on how you define “Christian.”  If a “Christian” is someone who loves others always, does good works always, and 

believes strongly always, than the answer is “because we are terrible Christians.”  But, since  Christians are actually people who trust in the salvation Jesus 

provides because we are “slaves to sin,” we will find that the church is full of us Christians.  - Pastor Jira Albers  



  

      
     We wish good health to Jim Schmieg, and his friend who have left for Florida. 

     Our thoughts and prayers for better health go to Walt Ellinger, who is in a nursing home 

near his daughter. 

     We wish for sunny days for Phyllis Mulcahy, who has been a bit under the weather. 

    Our heartfelt sympathy to the Ruth Johnson family.  Ruth and her late husband Sherman 

were very devout members for many years. 

     We also extend our sympathy to the Marion Jones family.  This was Marion Lent’s            

sister-in-law. 

     We are happy to report that Judy Eldridge, Marion Lent’s daughter, is home and doing 

well ! ! !  

     Who Has the Keys—- -There is a locked green file cabinet in the Sunday school room.  If 

anyone might know where the keys are, what is in it or who it belongs to, please let Ron      

Irvine know. 

     

 

 

 Enclosed in this newsletter, you will        

find an envelope for Christmas flowers.   

If you wish a memorial plant during  

This season, please fill out the envelope and drop it in the 

collection plate or drop it off at the office.  Please make 

sure that when you’re filling out the envelope, to write your 

name and the name of the loved one(s) that you wish to 

remember.  A listing of the memorial donations will be in  

the bulletin for our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 

 

 Church Chat . . . 

Size of apples at the 

Hollenback Farm . . . 

WOW ! ! !  



 Prayer Circle . . . 

     We are nearing the end of the book of James.  In Chapter 3 we studied about the taming of the 

tongue. 

     Wisdom that comes from heaven is all pure, and submissive, full of mercy and good fruit.  

Submit yourselves to God.  Do not boast about tomorrow.  You should say, if it is the Lord’s will 

we will do whatever tomorrow.  We should have patience with suffering.  We should pray for 

those who are in trouble and suffering.  Sing praises for those that are happy.  Prayers of a    

righteous man is powerful and effective. 

     The message from James is very simple.  We must not just talk the Christian faith, we must 

live it. 

     Genuine faith will produce good deeds.  James has very sincere advise on how to live the 

Christian life.   

     Pastor Jira reminded us that; God does not need your works; but your neighbor does.  We 

have completed the book of James and are looking forward to studying Luke. 

     As we are approaching Thanksgiving let us all pause and give thanks for our many blessings.  

We are so pleased to welcome Renee Arnold to our group.  Renee is presently on vacation but 

will be in full retirement at the end of the month.  Enjoy!  Enjoy!  Thanks for joining us.  We 

would like to encourage others to come and enjoy our group.  We meet every Wednesday    

morning at 9:30 in the conference room. 

     We would like to wish Pastor Jira a Happy Birthday.  He is celebrating on the 25th, and    

Martha Vincent is celebrating on Thanksgiving Day.  May you both have many happy memories 

and fun.  God Bless! 



  

  
Prayer Circle Listing 

  

 

 

ANGEL  LIST CURRENT  LIST   

Mackayla Evans Tom Jennings Bonnie & Bill Fulkerson 

Mason Barto Our Nation Richard Schmieg , Sr. 

Abbriella Brown John Essep Rev. Laura Koppenhoefer 
Shawn Mastrantonio Kathy Zdon    and daughters 

Betty Miller Jim Ennis Special Thanks to our       

Andrew Pardoe Sue Milks  Service Personnel for our 
Freedom 

Deb Mathers 

Caiden Irvine 

Jan Stoddard 

Ashley Weed 

Linda Simko 

Ben Kopetan 

Tom Neilson 

Bob Soper 

Carol Richie 

Walt Ellinger 

Charles Palmer 

Judy Eldridge 

Sharon Posten 

Jim Grimes 

Jeff Bluhm 

Doug Moore 

Citizens of France and Beirut 

Donald Irvine Family 

James Roof Family 

Ruth Johnson Family 

Jeff Allen Family 

Grace Dinelli Family 

Winona Stethers Family 

Cindy Daly 

Linda Johnson 

Mary Alice Sullivan 

 Maureen Vincent 

  

  

     It was a rainy day for our Tuesday dinner, but God blessed us with a good crowd.  We had lots 

of fun and fellowship. 

     Many thanks to all who came to help prepare the dinner, to all who helped serve the meal and 

to clean up.  Guys, you did a great job as usual.  Thanks. 

     We wish Phyllis Mulcahy, Vaughn Hollenback, Wilmer Gilpin and Andy Springer a speedy  

recovery from their illnesses. 

     Hope to see you in December when we will be serving Swiss Steak. 

 

Have a blessed holiday season. 

 Sewing Society . . . 



 Mission . . . 
Don’t just be a hearer of the Word of God.  Be Doers! 

 

     Because of all of you that donated to the shopping cart it was overflowing with love.  The 

toys and puzzle books were delivered to Brittany Lackey to support her toy drive for the 

Ronald McDonald House at Giesinger.  She was so excited and grateful for our donation. 

 

     Through the generosity of all that donated to Operation Christmas Child 34 children all 

around the world will receive a shoebox filled with the love of toys, sweets, and personal       

hygiene items. 

 

     Church World Service blanket drive has begun.  Are you thinking what could I give       

someone for Christmas that has everything, how about a blanket or two in honor of that person. 

 

     The Christmas tree went up with the needs and wants of our family from Grace Connection.  

The gifts should be brought to the church by Sunday, December 6th.  Please wrap the gifts and 

put the card on the gift with the family number. 

 

     We will continue to collect Blessing Bags as well as new socks, gloves and scarves. 

 

     Thank you to all that have supported our many causes this passed year.  Without all of you 

this would not be possible. 

 

     In Genesis:  God created the whole universe out of nothing.  Next time you believe you have 

nothing, ask God to make something out of it. 

 

       

     May you all have a Blessed Thanksgiving. 



  Sunday School . . . 
 

 Sunday school is preparing for the 

Christmas season and a special   

Chrismons service Sunday,                

December 13th.  The symbols on our 

Christmas tree—what do they mean. 

 Special Guest . . . 
     Sunday, December 20th we welcome special guest Debbie 

Mills and her Christmas program.  Debbie  has a heart for 

sharing the love of Christ with hurting people.  After a painful 

childhood she found hope in Jesus Christ.  Her desire is to 

help others find their worth in Christ and hope for everyday 

living. 

     Debbie’s daily walk with God and commitment to serving 

Him is an outgrowth of Acts 20:25, which reads:  “But life is 

worth nothing unless I use it for doing the work assigned me 

by the Lord Jesus—the work of telling others about God’s mighty kindness and love” (TLB).  

Debbie’s testimony speaks of God’s amazing grace and the joy found in knowing Him.  Her    

contagious joy is evident a she speaks and sings of his grace and mercy! 



 Recognition . . . 

 

     On Sunday, November 8, 2015 a recognition ceremony was held recognizing Andy Springer 

for his many years of service to the church and the community.  Andy is a very active member 

of the church.  He was past session member as well as past property committee member.  He 

helps with set up of the dining room and garbage detail.  He is “Bosses” helper in the kitchen, 

peeling potatoes, slicing meat, lifting pots and pans from the oven and the professional potato 

masher. 

     Andy is very active in the community also.  He has held many offices as a member of the  

Pomona Grange.  He helps the Boy Scouts as well as the 4-H.  He is president of the             

Craftmaster credit union, participates in the Shriner’s Club and Vesper Church.  Andy also is 

an all around helper at TACO.  Congratulations Andy, your church family loves and respects 

you very much. 



 Winter Grace . . . 

 
After much discussion and prayful consideration over the past several months, Session has 

decided to move forward with participation in “Winter Grace”, a program that will provide 

temporary shelter for homeless families in our community during the coldest months of the 

year. 

We understand that this may cause some of you some concern.  We share that concern.  We 

understand that this involves taking some risk.  We felt it was a risk worth taking.   

We feel compelled to be called to action.  We feel compelled to be a part of the solution. 

Please read the complete details of the program included on the next page, and provide your 

thoughts and suggestions to members of session to help make this work.   

Please join us in praying for the success of this ministry. 

 

“For there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore I command you, you shall open wide your 
hand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor in your land.” Deuteronomy 15:11 

 
"For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 

drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in." Matthew 25:35 



Winter Grace  

A Ministry of Grace Connection 

 

Summary: 

Winter Grace is a program to provide nightly emergency shelter to homeless families during the coldest 

two months of the year (January and February).   
 

Families (parent(s) with children 18 years or younger) who are approved for the program by the Grace 

Connection Office and cleared by the local police department will be housed for up to one month in one of 

the participating Grace Connection churches.  The Grace Connection Office may extend the length of stay 

on an individual basis.  Each participating church will house only one family at a time.  Each family will 

stay the night in a single church for 1 week at a time, thereby being rotated through the churches on a 

weekly basis. 
 

Participating churches are expected to make available a warm, secured (locked) space during the evenings 

of January and February, 7:00pm – 8am.  Cots will be provided to the churches.  Bedding will also be   

provided.  Participating churches are expected to clean the bedding once a week so that it is ready for the 

next family. 

 

Participating churches may choose to provide a volunteer who will also stay through the night.  This is not 

an expectation of the program. 

 

Participating churches are not expected to provide food, transportation, childcare, or any other service to 

the families, though they are welcome to provide such things as they are able. 

 

Participating churches are discouraged from extending the hours of the program as it is intended to be 

nightly emergency shelter only. 

 

Approval for the Program: 

In order to be approved for the program, clients will have to fill out an application at the Grace Connection 

office, be verified as homeless, establish the family members who will be participating in the program, and 

be cleared by the police department or state background check if the family is not known to the police de-

partment. 

 

Removal from the Program: 

Grounds for immediate dismissal from the program include: 

Welcoming an unapproved guest into the space. 
Using drugs or alcohol on the church property, or tobacco in the space. 
Damaging the church property beyond the accidental. 
Stealing from the church. 
Abuse or threats given on the church property. 

* Note: A participating church may leave the program at any time for any reason. 



WYSOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SESSION MEETING 

November 16, 2015 

 

The regular meeting of the Session of the Wysox Presbyterian Church was called to order by Pastor Jira   
Albers on November 16, 2015 at 7:00 PM at the Wysox Presbyterian Church.   

Opening devotions and prayer: Elder Bruce 
 

Elders Present:  Kim Barnes, Mary Bruce, Lor i Blascak, Dave Blascak, Wilmer  Gilpin, Vaughn    
Hollenback, Michelle Irvine,  Ronald Irvine Jr., Dody Savercool, and Shelly VanDerMark 

Elders Excused: Deborah King and Loretta Stevens 

Elders Absent: None 

Guests Present: None 
  
ORDER OF THE DAY: 

 The Docket for the meeting was approved with amendments, on a motion by Elder R Irvine,   
second by Elder Savercool.  Amendments included the addition of the draft 2016 budget and the  
approval of the Covenant for Shared Ministry. 

 On a motion by Elder M Irvine and second by Elder D Blascak, the minutes of the Session    
Meeting of 10.12.15 were approved. 

CORRESPONDENCE:     

 North Rome Christian School offer of their monthly newsletter to share our upcoming events, 
etc. 

 Various thank you cards and letters of appreciation 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

1.  Music & Worship – Elder Dody Savercool  
 Nov 25 – Thanksgiving Eve service at 6:00 with light supper of soup and sandwiches 
 Nov 29 – Vicar Paul to lead service 
 Dec 13 -  Service to be led by Youth, with a luncheon following service 
 Dec 20 – Debbie Mills to present program during service 
 Dec 24 – Christmas Eve service at 6pm; Dec 27 – Lessons and Carols for service 
 Elders for December: Elders Bruce and Savercool 

2.  Membership & Evangelism – Elder Loretta Stevens 
 None at this time 

3.  Christian Education – Elder Deborah King (reported by Elder M Irvine) 
 Trips to Knoebel’s and Casting Crowns concert went well  

4.  Mission – Elder Michelle Irvine 
 30+ Operation Christmas Child boxes collected 
 Socks/Hats/Gloves always needed and continuing to be collected 
 Grace Connection family collection under way 
 Remaining $604 of the Mission budget to be distributed as follows: $400 to Grace Connection, 

$100 to TACO and $100 to Pregnancy Center. 
5.  Memorial – Elder Mary Bruce  

 None at this time 
6.  Property – Elder Ron Irvine, Jr. /Elder Dave Blascak 

 Snow plowing will be contracted to Robert Sutcliff at a cost of $100/ occurrence.     
7.  Personnel – Elder Ron Irvine  

 None 
8.  Finance & Investments – Elder Lori Blascak  

 Report from the Finance Committee presented and reviewed.   
Once again, considering the current environment, our investments continue to hold their own. 



 
 
9.  Recognition – Elder Mary Bruce 

 Congratulations to Andy Springer for being honored as the “Volunteer of the Year”. 

 
1.  Treasurer’s Report: provided by Lora Schmieg: 

 Session, along with Treasurer Schmieg, held a work session prior to the start of the meeting.  On 
a motion by L Blascak, with second by M Irvine, it was agreed to forward the draft 2016 Budget 
to the congregation at our January 24th annual meeting for their consideration.   

 After review, the treasurer’s report was accepted on a motion by Elder R Irvine and second by  
Elder Bruce. 

2.  Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Albers shared his report of activities  
3.  Lackawanna Presbytery:  Elder Deborah King    

 Emails from Presbytery continue to be shared with Session to ensure timely sharing of               
information. 
    

 
 

1.  Child Clearance Policy held for adoption next month. 
2.  After much discussion, careful deliberation and prayerful consideration, session agreed to participate 

in Winter Grace, a Grace Connection led initiative to provide emergency housing for local homeless 
families needing temporary shelter during the months of January and February. On a motion by Elder 
Barnes and second by Elder L Blascak, with one dissenting vote and one abstention, session agreed to 
move forward with participation in this effort.  Please see the article in this month’s newsletter that 
describes this project in more detail, and join us as we continue to pray for the success of this          
endeavor.   
 

 
1.  The proposed Covenant for Shared Ministry for 2016 between Trinity Lutheran and Wysox             

Presbyterian Church was unanimously approved on a motion by Elder Barnes and second by Elder R 
Irvine.  

 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm.   
Closing Prayer lead by Pastor Jira Albers  
 
Next Session Meeting: December 14, 2015 @ 7:00pm  
 
Respectfully recorded and submitted:      

Kim D Barnes   

Clerk of Session 

SPECIAL REPORTS 

OLD BUSINESS:   

NEW BUSINESS: 



 Just For Fun . . . 

Answer on next page 



     When doing your Christmas cards this year how about adding a couple of extra cards: 

 

   Recovering American Soldier 

   c/o Walter Reed army medical center 

   6900 Georgia Avenue 

   N.W. Washington DC 

   20307-5001 


