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Pastor’s Message 

Christendom Is Dead – Maybe That Is Good   

     The Supreme Court’s ruling that same-

sex couples have an equal protection under 

the law to get married has brought varied 

reactions from people of faith.  Those  

Christians who do not view the biblical   

condemnations as pertaining to those with a 

natural same-sex orientation applauded the 

decision.  Those Christians who view the 

biblical condemnations as including anyone 

who performs homosexual acts were     

troubled by the decision.  There are other 

Christians who condemn homosexual acts, 

but applauded the decision anyway based 

upon grounds of equal rights and less    

government intrusion in people’s life        

decisions.  And, there are Christians who 

disagreed with the decision, based not on 

the bible, but on the rights of the states to 

legislate what they desire. 

     Of course, there are many other         

nuanced views that I have not expressed 

here.  My point isn’t to exhaust the          

possibilities, but to point out the one view 

that does seem to matter culturally – that 

between 59 and 63 percent of Americans 

agreed with the ruling. 

     There was a time when a unified view of 

the church was also the view of the nation.  

In that time, the church greatly influenced  

 both political and cultural affairs.  This   

power was at its height during the Holy   

Roman Empire when politics and religion 

were one and the same; a time referred to 

as: “Christendom.”  But with almost 23% of 

people now marking “no religious affiliation,” 

in surveys, they have almost overtaken the 

largest group of Christians in the nation, the 

Evangelicals.  The time of Christianity’s  

unquestionable cultural power is pretty 

much gone.  We can no longer assume that 

the culture will support our beliefs and    

values, though they may.  We can no longer 

assume that the culture will teach our 

beliefs and values.  Maybe that is not a  

terrible thing. 

     When the church first started, it was not 

in the majority.  Christians were rejected by 

their culture.  Yet, they were so captivated 

by the good news of Jesus’ love on the 

cross, that they spread that good news       

anyway, and lived out the good news by 

caring for their neighbor.  They did not trust 

the culture to spread their faith.  They    

trusted the Holy Spirit.  In the same way, we 

do not need to have cultural support to be 

faithful.  We only need Christ.  Maybe being 

forced to trust in Christ alone is a good thing 

for Christians. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Message From Pastor 

Jira Albers 

 

“Do not let your hearts be 

troubled.  Believe in God, 

believe also in me.” 

-John 14:1 

 

 

 

 

 
  

The Question Box 

(Questions About Our Christian Life) 

  

"What does the Supreme Court ruling on same-sex marriage mean for the church?” 

The ruling has little affect on churches with one exception.  If a church desires to perform same-sex marriages, the 

church can now provide a legally binding marriage.  However, if churches and pastors do not desire to perform 

same-sex marriages, they will continue to be religiously free to not perform them.  - Pastor Jira Albers 



 Some Dates to Remember . . . 

August 1—Youth Day at Knoebels Amusement Park 

                       1:00 p.m.  Community Churches will meet for lunch (bring your own) 

 

August 2—Communion 

 

August 10—Session Meeting—7:00 pm 

 

August 11—Sewing Society Picnic—Noon 

 

August —Rome Presbyterian Church—4:00 pm 

                         Missionaries from Thailand—Leith and Carol Fujii.  They will be talking about  

                         their mission work there, as well as Carol’s personal mission with Women at 

                         the Well. 

 

     “A perfect summer day is when the sun is shining, the breeze is blowing, the birds are singing and 

the lawn mower is broken.” 

                                                                                             -James Dent 



 Church Chat . . . 

     CW04 John P. Schmeckenbecher retired June 26, 2015 from the United States Coast Guard  

after serving 30 years. 

     CW04 Schmeckenbecher received numerous awards and achievements during his service for 

our country.  His ceremony for retirement was held at USCG Sector Baltimore, Md. for family 

and friends. 

     Schmeckenbecher is the son of John and Elsie Zurn Schmeckenbecher of Wysox, Pa. and  

presently resides in Suffolk, Va. With his wife, Angela, and their sons, Steven and Tyler. 

CONGRATULATIONS  ! ! !  

 

Vacation Bible School 2015 

     What an incredible week we had at our community Vacation Bible School.  Over 80 different 

children came by our camp sites to learn about how Jesus is at work through us.  We discovered 

that Jesus gives us faith, wisdom, courage, the ability to help others, and that Jesus saves us     

because of His eternal love for us.  The kids played games, made crafts, sang songs, and most 

importantly, learned these 5 bible truths throughout the week.  We also had a week long         

collection for the Endless Mountains Pregnancy Care Center, where the kids donated clothes, 

diapers and cash to help out this important local ministry.  We’d like to thank the many         

volunteers that helped us out  - we couldn’t have done it without you—and we look forward to 

doing it all again in the summer of 2016! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Elders for August  are Vaughn Hollenback and Wilmer Gilpin 



 Prayer Circle . . . 

     We are still studying the book of Mark.  We have completed Chapter 10 and a part of   

Chapter 11.  We have learned so much and Pastor Jira has such a vast knowledge and is so   

patient in his explanations. 

     We are meeting for two weeks with no Bible study.  We meet and sign cards and have  

Prayer as Pastor Jira and his family are on a wonderful vacation.  We miss him and wish he 

and his family a blessed restful time. 

  

Prayer Circle Listing 

  

 

Please keep those listed above in your thoughts and prayers 

and also remember our loved ones in the Personal Care Homes 

and all service personnel. 

  

ANGEL  LIST CURRENT  LIST   

Mackayla Evans Tom Jennings Danny Schmeckenbecher 

Mason Barto Gladys Derr Jim Ennis 

Ashley Weed Wilbur Beers Leonice Jones 
Abbriella Brown Richard Hollenback Jane Sloan 

Shawn Mastrantonio Our Nation Robbie Lines 

Betty Miller Bob Soper Tom Neilson 

Andrew Pardoe 

Deb Mathers 

Caiden Irvine 

Jan Stoddard 

  

  

  

  

Tom Johnson 

John Essep 

Angelina Miele 

Ben Kopetan 

Frank Lindsey 

Kathy Zdon 

  

Jeff Benjamin 

Sally Scheider 

Cherie Baker 

Guy Rockwell 

*Sue Milks 

*Tom Schmeckenbecher 



 Sewing Society . . . 

 

     The Wysox Sewing Society had a delicious roast beef dinner on July 14th served to a nice 

group. 

     We were pleased to welcome the French  Chopper Camping Club.  They thoroughly        

enjoyed their meal. 

     REMINDER— there will be NO monthly dinner in August as we will meet at the Towanda 

Gun Club on the 11th at noon for our picnic.  As we did previously, the price will be $5.00 

with the Sewing Society picking up the balance.  Please contact Martha Vincent at 570-265-

3740 for a reservation.  Hope to see you there! !  This is a nice treat to all who work so hard for 

this monthly event for 11 months of the year.  Yippee! ! No side dishes, no jello, no pudding, 

or pies to make! !  

     In September the dinner will be a week later than usual due to the Labor Day holiday.  We 

will be serving ham loaf on September 15th. 

     Again, thanks to our devoted helpers.  We couldn’t do it without a team effort. 

 

See you at the Picnic! !  



 Congratulations . . . 

        Kayla Brown and  Gabe Savercool 


