Pastor’s Message

When Faith Appears To Dry Up

A Message From
Pastor Jira Albers

“Come away to a
deserted place all
by yourselves and
rest a while.”

- Mark 6:31

They call them the “Dones.” This is a
new term for people who are no longer
involved with the church. We know that
the “Nones” are those who choose to have
no church affiliation in the first place. The
“Nones” include agnostics and atheists who
will not grace the doorstep of a church
anytime soon. But, the “Dones” are a
different kind of person, and their numbers
are growing in the US.
The “Dones” are those people who were
previously the most devoted disciples of a
church (serving of boards, volunteering at
church dinners, working the soup kitchen,
attending the bible studies, etc.). But,
somewhere, somehow they became so burnt
out that they simply decided to be done.
Or, perhaps, someone else in the church
ruined their love for God’s house and they
simply decided that it was not worth all of
the work. They simply decided to be
“Done.”
The list of “Dones” does not only include
members of the church found in the pews,
but also pastors. These people have been so
burned out by the church, the only way that

they can imagine healing from the experience
is to simply be done. Typically, most “Dones”
continue to love Jesus, they simply no longer
love the church.
I thought about the “Dones” of the world
when I read the story (starting at Mark 6:7)
about Jesus sending the disciples out to heal
and proclaim the repentance of sins. The
disciples went out, worked hard, and came
back celebrating their success. What is
interesting is what happens next. Jesus does
not say, “Great job, now get back out there
tigers!” Jesus does just the opposite. Jesus tells
them to get into the boat and go to the other
side of the lake, to a deserted place. They are to
simply rest, be with each other, and be with
God.
The work till you drop mentality of many in
the US workforce is not the mentality of Jesus.
Instead, Jesus is a man of the Sabbath. He is a
man who knows that rest is required to be
healthy and whole.
This makes me wonder: How can the church
better allow members to rest after a job well
done? Maybe, we would have fewer “Dones.”

The Question Box
(Questions About Our Christian Life)

"What is this that we have been hearing about an intern that may be with us?”
At their 2015 congregational meeting, Trinity voted to bring an intern into the church for one year to learn the basics
of being a pastor, to help out me (Pastor Jira) with the work of the churches, and to be a mission developer in
Susquehanna County where 75% of the population has no church affiliation at all. An intern has been placed with
Trinity who (pending session’s approval) may be joining us from time to time starting this summer. His name is Paul
Theiss. He is an avid outdoorsman, he loves to hunt and fish, he has worked in manual labor jobs, he loves youth, he
loves to talk to people, he loves to play the guitar, and he sounds like the right choice! - Pastor Jira Albers

Upcoming Activities . . .
April 2nd is Maundy Thursday Worship. There will be a light supper at
6 pm followed by worship.

April 3rd is Good Friday CrossWalk. The walk begins at 12;00 p.m.
(noon) starting at the Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Towanda, PA.
Good Friday Services will be held at 7:15 pm at the Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church.

April 5th is Easter Sunrise Service at 7:30 am at the Towanda United
Methodist Church. Pastor Jira Albers will be preaching.

April 5th is Resurrection of the Lord Easter Sunday at 11:00 am at
the Wysox Presbyterian Church. The Service will include communion by
intinction.

May 7 is The National Day of Prayer. A special gathering will be held
at 12 noon on the Bradford County Courthouse steps.

May 17th is the Mother/Daughter Banquet starting at 4:00 pm.

Church Chat . . .
Kudos to Pat Savercool for his assistance in helping some of our Senior Citizens
across the icy parking lot this winter, We appreciated it! ! You notice it was not
stated that you helped the “old ladies”.

There will be a card shower for Eloise Bush, who will be celebrating her 91st
Birthday on April 1st. Many of you worked with Eloise for years at GTP. Please
send your cards to: Eloise Bush, 43850 Rt. 6, Wyalusing Personal Care Home,
Wyalusing, PA 18853 or give them to Margaret Gordon in church by Sunday,
March 29th. Thanks.

Our get well wishes are extended to our organist, Loretta Stevens, who has been
in the hospital. May you soon be home and feeling much better. God Bless!

Pastor Jira will be on vacation from Monday, April 6th through Saturday, April
11th. If anyone needs pastoral care, please speak with Kim Barnes, Clerk of Session,
or a Session member.

The April serving Elders are Shelly VanDerMark and Kim Barnes.

Prayer Circle
We are continuing our study of the book of Mark. Jesus tells the parable of the 4 soils, and
then explains it to the 12. He tells of the growing seed and the mustard seed. He calms the storm
and the disciples were terrified, then they question among themselves, Who is this that even the
winds and the waves obey him? Jesus sends demons into a herd of pigs, he heals a bleeding
woman, and restores life to a girl. He encouraged everyone to just believe and have faith. Is it
any different in today’s world? You need to have faith and believe.
We are truly enjoying our Bible study and feel that we are more understanding of the
scriptures. You should join us. We meet every Wednesday morning at 9:30 in the conference
room for prayer, bible study, signing of cards and fellowship.
Our sincere sympathy to Nannette Light on the passing of her sister, Donna Matthews. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you Nannette.

Prayer Circle Listing
ANGEL LIST
Mackayla Evans

CURRENT LIST
Tom Jennings

Ray White

Mason Barto

Carol Wright

Scott May

Ashley Weed

Gladys Derr

Betty Cook

Abbriella Brown

Wilbur Beers

Richard Schmieg

Marisa Ivey

Linda Simko

Bob Soper

Shawn Mastrantonio

Barbara Middendorf

Robert Kunkle

Betty Miller

Earl & Sue Brown

Walt Ellinger

Andrew Pardoe

Jerry Smith

Deb Mathers

Richard Hollenback

Caiden Irvine

Our Nation

Lee Light

Kathy Zdon

Danny Schmeckenbecher
Howard Kerr Family
Marge Weaver
Hobart Hutchins Family
Marge Benjamin

Jan Stoddard

Shirley Allen

Please keep those listed above in your thoughts and prayers and also remember our loved ones in the
Personal Care Homes and all service personnel.

Mission
It was reported by Phylis Mulcahy that the toothpaste, tooth brushes, etc. were
very well received at TACO.

Thanks to all that have donated to the personal hygiene. I’m sure that this will
be well received as well.

Rub a Dub Dub. . . .let’s get scrubbing...April will be Spring Cleaning Month.
Paper towels, trash bags, window cleaner, cleaning solutions, toilet cleaner, etc.
Ladies you know what it takes to clean up the house after a long winter. Most
items can be purchased at any of the Dollar Stores.

Thanks again for supporting all our missions.

Community Vacation Bible School

Session Minutes. . .
WYSOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SESSION MEETING
March 9, 2015

The regular meeting of the Session of the Wysox Presbyterian Church was called to order by Pastor Jira Albers on March 9, 2015
at 7:06 PM at the Wysox Presbyterian Church.
Opening devotions and prayer led by Elder Loretta Stevens
Elders Present: Shelly VanDer Mar k, Dave Blascak, Lor i Blascak, Wilmer Gilpin, Vaughn Hollenback, Michelle Ir vine,
Ronald Irvine Jr., Deborah King, Loretta Stevens, and Dody Savercool
Elders Excused: Mar y Br uce, Kim Bar nes
Elders Absent: None
Guests Present: None
ORDER OF THE DAY:
 The Docket for the meeting was approved with the correction Rev. Karen Ballard would attend the April meeting on a
motion by Elder Ron Irvine, second by Elder Michelle Irvine.
 On a motion by Elder Ron Irvine and second by Elder Wilmer Gilpin, the minutes of the Session Meeting on 02.15.2015
were approved.
CORRESPONDENCE:
 Thank you note from TACO for the Souper bowl donation of both cash and soup.


Thank you note from TACO for the continued support.



Letters of appreciation for the donation to the blanket fund

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
1.

2.

Music & Worship – Elder Dody Savercool
 The three person collection is working for normal Sundays, may need five on special services.
 Rich Schmieg and Elder Loretta Stevens are looking at and obtaining a quote to update the music, microphone
and speaker sound system for the sanctuary.
 March 29th – Palm Sunday with brunch following service
 Check the newsletter for all the Holy Week events and services for example Maundy Thursday dinner April 2,
2015 Ferguson Hall 6:00 PM, the Good Friday Cross Walk starting at Trinity Lutheran and Easter Sunrise service at Towanda Methodist church 7:30 AM
 Working on obtaining large print daily bread booklets
 Earth Day is in April
 Elders for April: Elder Shelly VanDerMark and Elder Kim Barnes
Membership & Evangelism – Elder Loretta Stevens
 Second membership letter to non-attending members was tabled on a motion by Elder Ron Irvine, seconded by
Michelle Irvine, and agreed.

Session Minutes Continued . . .
3.

8.

Christian Education – Elder Deborah King
 Kingdom Bound was redirected due to available youth and adult attendance and total cost. Elder Deborah King
will explore further options for a mission trip, local Christian concert and a day trip to Knoeble’s this summer with
the youth.
 The youth will continue with the Lenten brunch and mother daughter dinner
 VBS dates July 26 - 31
 Graduates will be acknowledged in May/June
4. Mission – Elder Michelle Irvine
 Personal Hygiene items will be collected in March for TACO
 Suggestion to consider mission support for Rebecca Spencer a Penn State Student who runs a student Christian
outreach on the campus
5. Memorial – Elder Mary Bruce
 Invoice for Wyalusing floral needs to be addressed
6. Property – Elder Ron Irvine, Jr. /Elder Dave Blascak
 Due to the recent icy conditions, the parking lot had to be salted several times.
 Williams will be back to check the heating system
7. Personnel – Elder Ron Irvine
 Obtaining new debit cards to continue the work of the church
Finance & Investments – Elder Lori Blascak
 Report from the Finance Committee presented and reviewed.
 Elder Lori Blascak provided and awesome summary sheet for review
9. Recognition – Elder Mary Bruce
 Nothing at this time

SPECIAL REPORTS
1.
2.

3.

Treasurer’s Report: provided by Lora Schmieg:
 After review, the treasurer’s report was accepted on a motion by Elder Ron Irvine and second by Elder Loretta Stevens.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Albers shared his report of activities and vacation requests.
 traveling was approved July 15th – 19th for the ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit
 Vacation April 6th – 11th and July 20th – 30th. Approved on a motion by Elder Ron Irvine and second by Elder Lori
Blascak.
 Recommended the reinstating of Sheila and Heidi Evans back as active members. On a motion by Elder Ron Irvine and
second by Elder Wilmer Gilpin, this action was approved.

Jira will have an Intern this summer
Lackawanna Presbytery: Elder Deborah King
 Emails from Presbytery continue to be shared with Session to ensure timely sharing of information.
 Special meeting for the Lackawanna Presbytery will be held March 11, 2015 to clarify and act on the mutual agreement
of dissolution between the Presbytery and the Rev. Dr. Barbara Smith, General Presbyter.

Session Minutes Continued . . .
OLD BUSINESS:

1. Still checking on CD rate of returns
NEW BUSINESS:

1.

Mother Daughter dinner Sunday May 17, 2015 looking into talent.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10pm. Via Elder Ron Irvine and Elder Dody Savercool
Closing Prayer lead by Pastor Jira Albers
Next Session Meeting: April 13, 2015 @ 7:00pm
Respectfully recorded and submitted:
Kim D Barnes (Deborah D. King)
Clerk of Session

